
 
 

PIT BULL DEFENSE FUND 
6340 Americana Drive 
Suite 1111 
Willowbrook, IL 60527 
 
Dear Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, 
 
This letter is in response to your press release on April 6, 2017 regarding Adoptions and 
Public Safety in the seven animal shelters operating under Los Angeles County. This 
new policy, is to deny rescue groups the ability to take dogs who fail their temperament 
evaluation.  
 
My organization has close to 100,000 followers. Since your press release, we have been 
inundated with requests asking for help in reversing this policy. We are getting messages 
daily from frustrated rescues that can no longer pull dogs that fail their temperament 
evaluations. These are people that dedicate their lives to helping heal dogs both physically 
and emotionally. Now your county is chosing to kill them instead. 
 
There is simply no way for the staff at any shelter to effectively evaluate and predict the 
behavior of a dog outside of a shelter environment. Even if they were given the resources 
to do this, the temperament tests given in shelters, are anything but accurate in just about 
every case.  
 
Recently, the Journal of Veterinary Behavior concluded that “temperament evaluations in 
shelters are no better that a coin toss, in fact, a coin toss may be better.” This isn’t at all 
surprising to anyone that works with animals in a shelter environment. Your press release 
states that “DACC will not place dogs—even with our adoption partners—when the dog 
has a documented history of aggressive behavior, or has exhibited a pattern of 
threatening or aggressive behavior while in our care.” What exactly does that mean? 
What does “documented history” consist of and how long is that time period? Is it one 
week, two weeks, 3 months? What is the definition of aggressive and how do you 
determine if the animal’s aggressive behavior is fear-based due to the terrifying 
environment they’ve been thrown into, or if it is truly an aggressive animal? And, what is 
meant by “exhibited a pattern of threatening or aggressive behavior while in our care,” -- 
is it up to the individual evaluating them to determine what that consists of? 
 
Many dogs struggle in shelter environments for good reason, it depends on their history, 
some, in fact many, need more time and patience to adjust. Taking the time to 
understand a dog's behavior and making every possible effort to provide appropriate 



care and training is crucial for scared, under-socialized or overwhelmed dogs. There is 
simply no way that the temperament tests currently in place in LA county, take any of 
this into consideration. Let’s forget “aggressive” for just one minute. Do the shelter 
workers that now decide the fate of these dogs understand the difference between 
offensive and defensive behavior in a dog? Do they understand which of these two is 
dangerous and which isn’t? I’d be willing to bet they don’t, nor do the people that put 
this policy into place.  
 

This new policy has, and will continue to kill thousands of non-“aggressive” dogs. Lastly, 
the policy that was recently implemented, is illegal in California. Nathan Winograd, with 
the No Kill Advocacy Center, was one of the attorneys to pass and defend this legislation 
over 20 years ago. I’d be willing to bet that Nathan has already reached out to you 
regarding your policy as well. 

  

While you state that this “policy is supported by State law, including the Hayden mandate 
that only stray dogs, that are adoptable, be released to 501(c)(3) organizations upon 
demand prior to euthanasia. The Hayden Bill defines an adoptable animal as one that has 
‘manifested no sign of a behavioral or temperamental defect that could pose a health or 
safety risk or otherwise make the animal unsuitable for placement as a pet…” this is a 
fundamental misreading of California law. 

 

There is no limitation to rescue groups’ right of access to shelter animals to only 
“adoptable” and “treatable” animals. The specific statutes of the law that give rescue groups 
rights of access (Food and Agricultural Code sections 31108 and 31752) explicitly exclude 
from rescue groups only those animals who are irremediably suffering from a serious 
illness or severe injury. 

 

While the language L.A. County cites does appear in the law, it only appears in the policy 
statutes, not its mandates. There are no specific duties in those statutes and they do not 
constrain the specific statutes that provide for release to rescue groups. 

 

I’m asking advocates and rescues in LA to continue to demand reversal of this policy. Also, 
that rescue groups keep demanding dogs both orally and in writing and, if denied and those 
dogs are killed, to contact us.  

Please look into reversing this policy. If this continues, you will be slaughtering thousands of 
innocent lives based on inaccurate evaluatons.  

 
Best regards, 
Amy Babson- Koenig 
 
https://www.facebook.com/defendourbullybreed/ 

Pitbulldefensefund.org 


